Transmission of intestinal helminths in Danish sow herds.
Faecal samples from sows and their litters, all untreated with anthelmintics, were examined in eight sow herds, ranging from very intensive to very traditional management. Four helminth genera were recorded, namely Oesophagostomum sp., Ascaris suum, Trichuris suis and Strongyloides ransomi. The herds with the most intensive management were only infected with A. suum, while the more traditionally managed herds were infected with three or four species. In one herd, the sows showed a small relative increase in the excretion of Oesophagostomum eggs during lactation, but in general there was no consistently observable peri-parturient increase in faecal egg output. Furthermore, faecal examination of 5-12-week-old pigs indicated that sow-to-piglet transmission was important in the traditionally managed herds, while it was negligible in the intensive herds. A seasonal variation in the excretion of Oesophagostomum sp. and A. suum eggs was observed in the youngest pigs in the traditional herds, with the highest faecal egg counts occurring in the summer and autumn. However, this pattern became indistinct during the fattening period and did not exist in the sows, except for A. suum infections in the heavily infected traditional herds. The helminths egg excretion in the intensive herds did not show any seasonal variation.